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February 2, 2012

Dear Parent/Guardian,

Most Virginia public school students in grades 3 through 8, and those enrolled in certain high school courses participate in the Standards of Learning (SOL) assessments. Students take the SOL English: Writing test in 5th grade, 8th grade, and in high school English 11. There are two components to the SOL English: Writing Test: Multiple-choice questions about the writing process; and an essay or Short Paper. The SOL English: Writing test has been administered as a paper/pencil test.  However, beginning in Spring 2013, the test will be administered as an online or computer test. 

In preparation for the Spring 2013 changes in SOL English: Writing from a paper/pencil test to an online test, students currently in 5th grade, 8th grade, and in high school at English 11, will take part in the SOL English: Writing Online Field Test. This field test will provide the Virginia Department of Education an opportunity to gather data about the SOL English: Writing as an online test, prior to the test moving online in Spring 2013. Due to the fact the SOL English: Writing Online Field Test is a, “test of the online test,” students and schools will not receive scores.

Students will be administered the Short Paper, or essay, for the SOL English: Writing Online Field Test on February 13th or 14th, during their regularly scheduled English 11 class.

The Multiple-Choice section of the SOL English: Writing Online Field Test will then be given to students on March 12th or 13th, during their regularly scheduled English 11 class.

To help prepare students for the implementation of the short-paper component of the online Writing test, a practice tool that mirrors the online interface that students will use to respond to the writing prompt (short paper component) during the field test is available on the Virginia Department of Education (VDOE) Web site at:

www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol/standards_docs/english/2010/online_writing/index.shtml

To help prepare students for the new technology-enhanced items (TEIs) that may appear on the field test, Writing Practice Items and Guides are available in the SOL Practice Tools section on the VDOE Web site at:
www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/test_administration/index.shtml

In addition to participating in the SOL English: Writing Online Field Test, students in 5th grade, 8th grade, and in high school at English 11, will still be administered the SOL English: Writing as a paper/pencil test, the same as in previous years, and students and schools will receive scores.


If you have any questions, I can be contacted at 540-751-2400.
Thank you,




Katherine Lowery
Loudoun Valley High School 
School Test Coordinator
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